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S.S. Lesson and Youth Program for March 13 


Do You Believe In --- 
PREDESTINATION ? 


“Him, (Jesus) being delivered up by the determinate counsel and 


foreknowledge of God, ye by wicked hands have crucified and slain.” 
(Acts 2:23). 


Jesus Christ was predestined to be delivered up to unspeakable 
misery, suffering and death. By His determinate counsel, God effectually 
ordained His Beloved, His Only-begotten Son to be taken by wicked and 
lawless men who were “before of old ordained to this condemnation,” 
(Jude 4) and to be subjected to humiliation, shame and death. 


Do you believe THAT? Do you believe that Jesus Christ came into 
this world to die? Do you believe that the men who slew Him were 
“before of old ordained to this condemnation?” If you believe Christ 
was predetermined to die a shameful, excruciating, painful death, then 
you believe in PREDESTINATION! If He, who was “holy, harmless, 
and undefiled,” might be predestined to such an end, then might not 
men—everyone of whom deserved death and shame for their unholy 
and filthy hearts—also be predestined to their deserved end? 


Preface to ABSOLUTE PREDESTINATION. 
by Jerome Zanchius, 
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Before you sit down to digest this 
number, we suggest a good night’s 
sleep and a hearty breakfast. Then 
find a place to relax where you won’t 
be interrupted. We're going to lock 
horns with Predestination. 





Most people who identify Predesti- 
nation as Presbyterian private prop- 
erty (a sort of skeleton in the Presby- 
terian closet) forget that it has al- 
ways been recognized as 1) Biblical 
in the fullest sense, and 2) just as 
Anglican, Baptist and Lutheran, as 
Dr. Robert Strong points out in his 
sermon. 





If your doctrinal diet has not lately 
included the strong food of substantial 
theology, you may feel a touch of 
spiritual indigestion after you have 
finished with Dr. Gordon Clark’s main 
course. To bring things back into 
proper focus: You were reading after 
some of the most deeply pious Chris- 
tian theologians who ever lived, among 
whom there wasn’t a single Presby- 
terian, strictly speaking. Luther was 
German, of course. Calvin was 
French, Zanchius was Italian. John 
Gill was an English Baptist and Au- 
gustus Toplady, author of the great 
hymn, “Rock of Ages” was an Angli- 
can. Jonathan Edwards was a New 
England Congregationalist. Augustine, 
to whom several! referred, was a Bishop 
of the early Catholic Church. 





At this point an opinion by Drs. 
Sylvanus and Evelyn Duvall may be 
of interest. Writing in their syndi- 
cated column in reply to the question, 
“Can faith keep a man going?’’, they 
said, “No!” “Faith must be in the 
right things and it must be the right 
kind of faith. Even faith in God 
won’t help unless it is more than be- 
lief.” That’s what we have been try- 
ing to say. 





Perhaps this quote from the Kagin- 
garoa (New Zealand) News is most 
appropriate here: “Opinions expressed 
in this periodical are not necessarily 
condoned or even understood by the 
editorial staff.” 
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CONGO — Since Bulape Station 
is working primarily with tribes not 
involved in the recent conflict, we 
have been blessed with a relative de- 
gree of peace and calm compared to 
our sister stations. However, we have 
witnessed the return of a horrible 
heathen custom, unique in our area: 
tshipapa, the custom of administering 
the poison cup to suspected witches. 
The official estimate of deaths from 
the poison cup during the past two 
months is set at 250, whereas Congo- 
lese leaders feel that the actual count 
is much higher. 


Witch hunting has been common 
practice for generations among the 
Bakuba tribe. Long ago it was out- 
lawed by the Belgian government and 
has been suppressed for some 40 years. 
Formerly the poison cup was admin- 
istered only by order of the King of 
the Bakuba tribe, who sent his rep- 
resentatives to every ceremony. 


The leaders of the village have a 
meeting in the forest and decide who 
are the suspected witches that have 
been causing death, sickness, and lack 
of childbirth among the women. They 
put the symbol signifying tshipapa on 
the house of the suspect. The ac- 
cused, usually an old man or woman, 
knows he cannot eat the day before 
he drinks the poison, that he has to 
take an enema made from water 
mixed with the sap of 3 special trees, 
that he must put on brand new clothes 
the day of the ceremony and appear 
at the appointed place outside the vil- 
lage early in the morning. There he 
stands before the poison cup and 
swears that he has not killed anyone 
or made harmful medicine, etc. He 
drinks 3 or 4 glasses filled with 
venomous acid made from the pow- 
dered bark of the ihumi tree, and 
then is given a drink of water after 
which he must run around the village 
until he drops dead or vomits suf- 
ficiently to prove that he will live. 





Capital Commentary 


A bill to ban alcohol from the air- 
lines, on safety grounds, not as a 
temperance measure, should get some 
sort of Senate consideration. It was 
passed by the House during the pre- 
vious session. However, it got that 
far once before and failed to get 
Senate approval. This year will be 
the acid test. Incidents involving haz- 
ards to air safety and inconvenience 
to passengers should be reported to 
the Senate Subcommittee on Aviation, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





The chaplain of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the Rev. Bernard Bras- 
kamp, made another innovation in the 
brief devotional which precedes the 
legislative day. On the opening day 
of the second session the chaplain’s 
prayer included a recitation of the 
Lord’s Prayer in unison by the mem- 
bers. Three years ago, Chaplain Bras- 
kamp began the practice of reciting 
a verse of Scripture before his prayer, 
and has continued to do so each day 
that the House meets. The net effect 
is the institution of a brief devotional 
service in place of a prayer only. 





The Federal Bureau of Prisons has 
established an arrangement with the 
Department of Pastoral Services of 
the NCC whereby clergymen can re- 
ceive training within the federal pris- 
on system. The training will be giv- 
en at Lewisburg Federal Penitentiary. 
The clergymen will serve as internees 
for up to one year, at a pay rate of 
$4,040 per year. Men taking the 
course may either seek a chaplaincy 
in a penal institution or return to a 
regular pastorate. 

—Don Gill 
United Evangelical Action 








The outbreak of tshipapa trials 
around us has impressed us afresh 
with the density of the darkness in 
which we work and the necessity for 
a clear Christian witness to the Sover- 
eignty of God and the regenerating 
power of the Gospel of Christ, Who 
alone can cleanse hearts and purge 
society of her sins through redeemed 
people. 

—Bulape Station letter 
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With Graham In Africa 
BY JERRY BEVAN 


LAGOS, NIGERIA — (Special) — 
Evangelist Billy Graham suffered the 
first set-back of his African tour in 
Kumasi, second city in Ghana, on 
January 26. A torrential rain storm, 
completely unexpected and definitely 
out of season, took over the meeting 
about 15 minutes after the opening 
prayer, and sent the 8,000 Ashanti 
people scurrying in as many directions 
as there were exits. 





After their months of preparation, 
local ministers, missionaries, and com- 
mittee workers were quite naturally 
disappointed to lose their one chance 
for a meeting. The Team’s rigid 
schedule called for departure early 
the next morning. Even if a delay 
could have been arranged, the lighting 
and public address systems were dam- 
aged, probably beyond immediate re- 
pair. 


With the morning sun, however, the 
missionaries took a brighter view of 
the situation, being confident that 
“God makes no mistakes.” One in- 
teresting evaluation emerged from the 
welter of statements of faith in the 
workings of the Lord. Missionaries 
had found many of their most faith- 
ful workers — individuals who were 
in many cases assuming places of re- 
sponsibility — knew very little about 
personal witness and soul winning. 
This was brought out in the six weeks 
of counsellor training which the Gra- 
ham Team had set up and insisted 
upon as a basic element of prepara- 
tion. 


Several missionaries spoke in no un- 
certain terms about the value of the 
classes as a yardstick against which 
many, many professing Christians 
failed to measure up. Said one mis- 
sionary, “Meeting or no meeting, now 
we know who our soul winners are. 
We have discovered where we were 
weak in training our Christians to 
win others. Maybe the Lord didn’t 
need the mass meeting. Maybe all 
He wanted was to get some of the 
local Christians equipped to win oth- 
ers.” 








JHE SERMON 
PREDESTINATION 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


Isaiah 46:9,10 gives us the text 
of the morning as we discuss the 
theme, Predestination: 


“Remember the former things of 
old: for I am God, and there is none 
else; I am God, and there is none 
like me; declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying, 
My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure.” 


The subject of predestination is 
perennially interesting. I have dis- 
covered this in other places where I 
have ministered as I have found it so 
here in Montgomery. Again and again 
and again it has been asked: What 
about predestination? Now if I unite 
with the Presbyterian Church must I 
believe in predestination? The an- 
swer to the latter question, let me 
quickly say, is: No, you need not. 
Membership in the Presbyterian 
Church is conditioned upon faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior. 
Office bearers, that is, ministers, el- 
ders and deacons, subscribe to the 
system of doctrine. It is hoped that 
church members will increasingly, un- 
der the teaching of the Word, come 
to see the validity of the system of 
doctrine, but membership is as simple 
as entrance into Heaven. It is 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
On the other hand, people have a 
right to know what the Church stands 
for and to have explained to them 
what are the deep teachings of the 
system of doctrine. Personally I am 
glad for the continuing interest in 
predestination. 


Let it be said at the outset that 
Presbyterians are not the only ones 
who believe in predestination. Martin 
Luther did. He was a high pre- 
destinarian. True, Lutheran doctrine 
has been somewhat modified since his 
day. I read this morning the Thirty- 
nine Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land. The doctrine of predestination 
and the companion doctrine of elec- 
tion unto life are clearly stated in 
the Thirty-nine Articles. I have read 


the confession of faith of the Baptist 
movement, the London Confession, 
and the New Hampshire Confession. 
Those two confessions are practically 
identical. And they are almost the 
same as our Westminster Confession 
of Faith, until you come to the defini- 
tion of the church and the definition 
of the sacraments. Yet it does seem 
to be the case that when you say 
“Presbyterian” you also say “predesti- 
nation”. Somehow it is associated 
with us as not with others, this idea 
of predestination. 


WHAT IS PREDESTINATION? 


One of the interesting things of 
my recent reading has been Starling’s 
sprightly account of his years of serv- 
ice in the White House protecting, as 
a secret service agent, the life of the 
president. Starling was a Presby- 
terian, as was Woodrow Wilson. Star- 
ling tells how a newsman, who knew 
of Wilson’s Presbyterianism and of 
Starling’s Presbyterianism, produced a 
little quatrain on the subject. I found 
it so engaging that I pass it along to 
you: 


A Presbyterian is tough, 

Because his way of life is rough. 

He knows that sin and death are 
fated. 

And all his acts predestinated. 


That is a reporter’s version of pre- 
destination. Of course, it isn’t tech- 
nical and it isn’t quite correct. We 
would never use the word fate in con- 
nection with our doctrine, but there it 
is again: the popular analysis of what 
it is to be a Presbyterian always 
mentions predestination. 


What is predestination? I can as 
quickly set it before you out of the 
Shorter Catechism as in any other 
way. The question is asked in the 
Catechism: What are the decrees of 
God? And then comes the frank, un- 
equivocal answer: “The decrees of 
God are His eternal purpose according 
to the counsel of His will, whereby, 
for His own glory, He hath foreor- 
dained whatsoever comes to pass.” 


That is predestination. An easy way 
of saying it is: When God proposed 
to create the universe He did not 
leave it an open universe. He planned 
how He would make it, and He planned 
what He would do with it, and His 
plan embraces all things. 


His plan embraces the so-called 
natural laws. It is a better way to 
speak of them as God’s ordinary ways 
of doing things. He planned a uni- 
verse in which He would be active, 
maintaining an order and regularity, 
the basis of science, incidentally. He 
planned a universe which He would 
people, in a corner of it, with a race 
made in His image. He planned what 
He would do with that race and He 
planned what would be the outcome 
of the history of that race. His plan 
embraces all things. This is the doc- 
trine of predestination, stating it both 
technically and popularly. 


PREDESTINATION 
TEACHING 


IN SCRIPTURE 


Is it taught in the Bible? is the next 
question to consider. You see it in 
the text, I am very sure: “I am God. 
I declare the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure.” The God of the Bible 
so clearly reveals Himself that you 
cannot mistake it. He is God. He 
is not a being who is taken by sur- 
prise. He is not a being who has to 
improvise. He is not a being who 
can be defeated. The God of the Bi- 
ble is God! There you have the basic 
principle 
God is sovereign. 


Do other Scriptures say the same 
things? Yes, of course, they do. 
Ephesians, chapter 1, puts it like this: 
“God worketh all things after the 
counsel of His own will.” The fourth 
chapter of Acts says it like this: “God 
does whatsoever His hand and His 
counsel determine before to be done.” 
The Sunday School lesson of this 
morning, Acts 15, has it like this: 
“Known unto God are all His works 
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from the beginning of the world.” 
The Scripture lesson of the morning 
declares it like this: “whom He did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate’’. 


Everything in Scripture is consistent 
with this teaching. Much in Scripture 
rests squarely upon it. The Bible has 
in it, for example, the element of pre- 
dictive prophecy. When the Old Testa- 
ment says that Christ will come and 
that He will be born in Bethlehem, that 
He will be born of a virgin; when it 
speaks about His ministry, His works, 
His death, and His resurrection; these 
predictive words are uttered because 
God has an all-embracing plan. Thus 
predictive prophecy is an aspect of 
Biblical teaching on the subject of 
predestination. 


We see the same thinking in Peter’s 
sermon on the Day of Pentecost. To 
those gathered thousands who won- 
dered what the amazing signs of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit meant, 
Peter gives an explanation. He then 
pricks their hearts by saying: “You 
took Him, Jesus of Nazareth, you by 
wicked hands crucified and slew Him”. 
This happened, Peter went on to de- 
clare, by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God. There it is 
again. You meet it constantly in the 
Scriptures: the sovereign God, His 
eternal plan, His purpose being worked 
out, God in control, God ruling. 


As soon as I expound this teaching 
from the Scriptures, I can sense rising 
in the midst of listeners a dozen ques- 
tions. I have thought them myself 
and have had to deal with them in 
my own struggles in coming to a per- 
sonal theology. Some of you ask in 
your minds: What about freedom of 
the will? What about human respon- 
sibility? Is life a puppet dance? Do 
I have the power of contrary choice? 
In one way or in another way the 
question of human responsibility is 
raised. 


PREDESTINATION AND HUMAN 
RESPONSIBILITY 


What my task really is this morning 
is to try to relate two great ideas that 
the Bible emphatically teaches: the 
absolute sovereignty of God and the 
complete responsibility of man. 


In my student days this was the sub- 
ject we seminarians tossed around in 
our discussion sessions constantly. 
Groping toward a theology, some of 
us said that what happens is that the 
sovereign God limits himself and where 





man is concerned resigns from the 
game, so that man’s will is left un- 
touched by God. As we went on in 
our discussion, we saw that this was 
an impossible thing to say about God, 
that He would limit Himself. He can- 
not deny Himself. God cannot do 
that which is contrary to His own na- 
ture. He cannot lie. Nor could He 
limit Himself to be less than the sov- 
ereign God. So we had to reject that 
notion. Finally emerged the position 
to which I and many others like me 
came. We saw that Deuteronomy 29: 
29 is the key to our intellectual strug- 
gle. That verse says: “The secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God; 
but those things which are revealed 
belong unto us and to our children 
that we may do all the words of this 
law.” 


We came to understand that the 
eternal purpose of God, the counsel 
of God, the decree of God is a secret 
thing and it is not for us to say: 
What is God going to do with me 





The effects of sin upon Adam were 
spiritually genetic. Just as the genes 
in germ plasm affect the transmission 
of physical characteristics to children, 
so there is transmission of the seeds 
of spiritual death to each and every 
descendent of Adam. Although physi- 
cal characteristics may or may not 
be transmitted from one child to an- 
other, nevertheless, the germ of sin 
and its effects are transmitted inex- 
orably and infallibly to every member 
of the human race. 

—Donald Grey Barnhouse 
GOD’S GRACE, Eerdmans. 





next week? What is God going to do 
with me next month? What will be 
the story for me next year? All that 
is in the “secret things”. God alone 
knows. I only find those things out 
in the event, when they actually occur. 
The plan is His business. What I 
am to be concerned with is the revealed 
will of God. The Scripture has been 
very plain and frank with me. It has 
let me know without any cavilling 
that God has a plan and that God is 
working out His plan and that His 
purposes are undefeatable. But Scrip- 
ture doesn’t want me to be question- 
ing: What is your secret plan, Lord, 
for tomorrow? What is your secret 
plan, Lord, for next week? What is 
your secret plan, Lord, for next year 
—in my life? 


The Scripture makes it very plain 
that what I am to ask is: Lord, what 
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is my duty as Thy word discloses it? 
Here are my marching orders, the 
Holy Scriptures. This is what I am 
to go by. This is what I must do. 
Not the secret will of God, but the 
revealed will of God is to be my con- 
cern. Not God’s counsel but my duty. 
Not God’s overarching plan but what 
is for me to do now in the light of 
Holy Scripture. I am day by day to 
go in the light of God’s Word, trust- 
ing Him who has it all in His hands, 
trusting Him who is working it all 
out according to His pleasure, trust- 
ing Him. I find that high thinking, 
good thinking, sturdy thinking, sus- 
taining thinking. That satisfies my 
mind and that satisfies my heart. 


PREDESTINATION’S PRACTICAL 
VALUE 


It is exactly what Paul is talking 
about in the 8th chapter of Romans: 
“And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them that are the called accord- 
ing to His purpose.” We know that in 
spite of illness, we know that in spite 
of accidents, we know that in spite of 
shameful things that happen and that 
make us very discouraged, we know 
that in spite of losses, we know that 
in spite of death, we know that in 
spite of all of these things that seem 
against us, God has a beneficent pur- 
pose and will do good to us who belong 
to Him. So we are sustained, so we 
are strengthened, because we are in 
the grip, not of blind, impersonal fate, 
but because we are in the thought and 
hand of our loving, Almighty Heaven- 
ly Father. It makes all the difference, 
doesn’t it? 


Let me tell you a little story that 
shows how men wrestle with these 
things. It is a fable out of the Orient, 
where they are keenly aware of destiny 
and apparent contradiction and all the 
elements of the problem. It is the 
fable of the caliph of Baghdad. One 
day he sends his servant down into 
the marketplace to buy something. 
Back presently his servant comes all 
disturbed. “Oh, my master,” he says, 
“I saw death walking out there among 
the people in the marketplace. Death 
saw me and came toward me and 
raised his hand as though to strike 
me. 


“IT am afraid for my life. Now, 
Master, let me have your fastest horse, 
so that I may ride away to Samarra. 
I would escape from death, stalking 
me here in Baghdad.” In the fable 
the caliph of Baghdad gives his servant 
permission to ride away to Samarra. 








Then the caliph of Baghdad goes out 


into the marketplace. He too sees 
death walking among the people. The 
caliph goes straight up to death and 
says, “Death, how was it that you 
threatened my servant here in the 
marketplace a little while ago?”. 
“Oh,” death says, “it was not a threat- 
ening gesture I made. I was just 
surprised to see that man here in 
Baghdad, for tonight I have an ap- 
pointment with him in Samarra.” That 
is the way the oriental mind deals 
with the subject of fate. But you 
would say and I would say, “My times 
are in God’s hands. I am loved of 
the Heavenly Father for Jesus’ sake; 
and so come storm or loss or sickness 
or death, I know that He intends me 
good and I am content to trust Him.” 
This attitude, this belief in the sov- 
ereignty of God, and this grasping of 
the principle of our own responsibility 
unto Him make for a good life. 


Nor is the nerve of endeavor cut. 
We aren’t like the fatalist who says, 
“Well, if I am going to live I will live, 
and if I am going to succeed I will 
succeed. If I am going to fail I will 
fail, and there is nothing I can do 
about it.”” You have heard the man 
in the street talking in such a vein, as 
though that were the meaning of pre- 
destination. It is not. The doctrine 
of predestination has this practical 
application that under God as we are, 
we must do our commanded duty. Un- 
der God as we are, we must do our 
best. Under God as we are, we must 
try to improve ourselves and improve 
our situation. We must as Christians 
bear witness to Christ and seek to 
build up His kingdom. We are just 
modest enough to realize that the re- 
sults after all can best be left in 
God’s hands. Col. Starling put it cor- 
rectly: “As war clouds began to 
gather and I had to think of protecting 
the President and as he went here and 
there often to places of danger; as 
I saw the thousands of possibilities 
that existed for someone to kill the 
President; I would have been beside 
myself with anxiety but for this: as 
a Presbyterian I did the best that I 
could to protect him and then I left 
it up to God.” That is sound and 
wholesome thinking isn’t it? 


Do your best, trust God. 
Presbyterianism. That puts steel in 
men. Look back at the worthies who 
believed it. See Calvin and Knox 
and Witherspoon. See them — men 
who stood and men who wrought and 
men who counted, vitalized and upheld 


That is 


by confidence in the sovereign God. 
Theirs was an undying allegiance to 
the duty He revealed to them in His 
Word. Trusting Him as to the out- 
come they sought only to follow His 
revealed will. 


A bit on the lighter side, here is 
the anecdote of the pilgrim father. 
He is going to church one morning, 
carrying under his arm his blunder- 
buss. As he walks through field and 
woods to church he will have his gun 
along. He meets a skeptical sea cap- 
tain who says, “Well, now, you are 
going to church armed. Don’t you 
believe that when God’s time for you 
is at hand you will go? If you should 
meet an Indian and it is your time to 
go, you will go. And if you are to get 


to church, you will get there. Why 
the gun? Of what purpose is the 
gun? The pilgrim father said, “In 


general you have it right. If I am 
to get to church I will get there. I 
have the gun along just because it 
might be that for the hostile Indian 
disputing my way his time has come.” 


So we study and we work and we 
pray and we do the things that God’s 
Word tells us, looking to God to bless 
us and looking to God to help us and 
looking to God to give the good re- 
sult. That outlook is satisfying. That 
honors God. He is acknowledged to 
be in control. 


This doctrine which the Confession 
of Faith so well says is to be handled 
with a great deal of prudence because 
it is a high and holy mystery is a teach- 
ing of use even among the unsaved. 
I have seen it in my own preaching 
resulting in the conversion of souls. 
Why is that? Because somehow God 


impresses it upon unsaved hearts that 
they had better not be careless, that 
they had better take Him into account, 
that they had better while they are 
under the sound of His Word — may- 
be led here by God Himself — hear 
that very Word: listen and heed and 
believe. The doctrine of predestina- 
tion has evangelistic value. 


By Luther, Cranmer, Spurgeon, as 
well as Calvin and Knox, this view 
was held as true. In Heaven’s glory 
where they see it better than we do, 
I know they do not renounce the 


testimony that they — Lutheran 
founder, Church of England light, 
Baptist preacher, Presbyterian  re- 


formers and theologians expressed to 
be the mind of God while they were 
here on earth. 


Let God be God indeed. Let us at- 
tend to His Word as our daily march- 
ing orders. Let us confess that ruling 
over all things is the Lord our God, 
the God of the whole universe. The 
text sets forth both ideas: do your 
duty, rely on the sovereign God. Re- 
joice to know and rely on Him who 
said: “I am God and there is none 
like me, declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying, 
My counsel shall stand. I will do all 
my pleasure.” 


God, thou art God. I am Thy crea- 
ture and responsible to Thee. O God, 
I bow before Thy Word and I believe 
it, and I will seek to obey it. Help 
me, O sovereign God, help me, Thy 
creature, Thy child, Thy servant. 

“ 2 * * * 


Dr. Strong is Pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 


The Breath Of Life 


(“If It Had Not Been The Lord’’—Psa. 124) 


“If it had not been the Lord’— 

When temptation enticed my mind, 
When my heart was weak with yearning 
After things worldly, not divine; 
The waters would have o’erwhelmed me, 

My head bowed low in shame, 
But the “Breath of Life” uplifted me— 
There is power in His name! 


“Tf it had not been the Lord 
Who was always on my side”, 

When sorrow bent low my spirit, 
And the waters gone o’er my pride; 

I would ne’er have known His enabling, 
The blessedness of quiet release, 

The unfolding of His great heart of love, 
The sanctuary of His peace. 


—Marjorie P. Singer 
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MARTIN LUTHER 


“God foreknows nothing by con- 
tingency . . . He foresees, purposes, 
and does all things according to His 
immutable, eternal, and infallible will. 
By this thunderbolt Free-will is thrown 
prostrate and utterly dashed to pieces 

. Are you not the person, friend 
Erasmus, who just now asserted that 
God is by nature just and by nature 
most merciful? If this be true, does 
it not follow that He is immutably 
just and merciful? That as his nature 
is not changed to all eternity, so neith- 
er his justice nor his mercy? And 
what is said concerning his justice 
and mercy, must be said also concern- 
ing his knowledge, his wisdom, his 
goodness, his will, and his other at- 
tributes. If therefore these things 
are asserted religiously, piously, and 
wholesomely concerning God, as you 
say yourself, what has come to you 
that, contrary to your own self, you 
now assert that it is irreligious, cur- 
ious, and vain to say that God fore- 
knows of necessity? . . . Do you be- 
lieve that He foreknows against His 
will, or that He wills in ignorance? 
. . . From which it follows unalterably 
that all things which we do, although 
they may appear to us to be done 
mutably and contingently, and even 
may be done contingently by us, are 
yet in reality done necessarily and 
immutably with respect to the will of 
God. For the will of God is effective 
and cannot be hindered.” 














“The words of the law are spoken, 
not that they might assert the power 


Concerning Free-Will 


By what is man moved to do the things that he does: to accept or 
reject Christ; to good, to God and to glory? 
a sinner, choose the good and then do it? Can I move myself to accept 
the Grace of God if I choose? Such questions are basic to the Presbyterian 
(and generally Christian) doctrine of Predestination. 
theologians call “The Freedom (or Bondage) of the Will.” 
them, we have asked a modern theologian to compile a series of quotations 
from the great theologians of the past showing what the Christian Church 
has always believed at this point. Here is true Biblical Theology!—Ed. 


By his own will? Can I, as 


They involve what 
To answer 


GORDON H. CLARK, Ph.D. 


of the will, but that they might illum- 
inate the blindness of reason, that it 
might see that its own light is noth- 
ing and that the power of the will 
is nothing . Man by the words 
of the law is admonished and taught 
what he ought to do, not what he can 
do; that is, that he is brought to know 
his sin, but not to believe that he 
has any strength in himself, unless 
God freely gives us His Spirit.” (From 
THE BONDAGE OF THE WILL). 


* * * * * 


JOHN CALVIN 


“Augustine plainly confesses that 
the will is not free, since it is subject 
to lust, and cannot be free until lib- 
erated by divine grace.” 


“The will, therefore, is so bound 
by the slavery of sin that it cannot 
excite itself, much less devote itself 
to anything good. If a necessity of 
doing well does not impair the liberty 
of the Divine Will, and if the Devil, 
who cannot but do evil, nevertheless 
sins voluntarily, who will assert that 
man sins less voluntarily because he 
is under a necessity of sinning?” 


“I deny then that sin is the less 
criminal because it is necessary; I 
also deny that it is avoidable because 
it is voluntary. Similarly the wills of 
the elect angels, though they cannot 
swerve from good, are still wills. Those 
who defend free will make an im- 
proper transition from what is volun- 
tary to what is free. These two are 
not the same.” (The INSTITUTES). 


* & * * * 
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JEROME ZANCHIUS 


“Predestination is to be preached 
because the grace of God (which 
stands opposed to all human worthi- 
ness) cannot be maintained without 
it . . . Thus argued St. Augustine 
against the Pelagians, who taught that 
grace is offered to all men alike, that 
God for His part equally wills the sal- 
vation of all, and that it is in the 
power of man’s free-will to accept 
or reject the grace and salvation so 
offered. Which string of errors do, 
as Augustine justly observes, center 
in this grand point: that God’s grace 
is not free but the fruit of man’s 
desert. Now the doctrine of predesti- 
nation batters down this Babel of free- 
will and merit. It teaches us that, if 
we do indeed will and desire to lay 
hold on Christ and salvation by Him, 
this will and desire are the effect of 
God’s secret purpose and effectual op- 
eration, for He it is who worketh in 
us both to will and to do His own 
good pleasure, that He that glorieth 
should glory in the Lord. There neith- 
er is nor can be any medium between 
predestinating grace and salvation by 
human merit.” (From ABSOLUTE 
PREDESTINATION). 

1K 


h * Bg € 
JOHN GILL 


“The liberty of the will of man, 
in every state he has been is, or shall 
be, lies not in an indifference to good 
and evil. In his state of innocence, 
as he was made after the image and 
in the likeness of God, so the bias 
of his soul was only to that which is 
good, which he performed willingly 
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in obedience to the will of God... 
In his regenerate state, there is, in- 
deed, an inclination both to good and 
evil; but this arises from two different 
principles in the regenerate man. The 
new man, or principle of grace is in- 
clined, bent, and determined to that 
which is good only; and yet freely 
serves the law of God. The old man, 
or corrupt nature is inclined, bent, and 
determined to that which is evil only; 
and yet freely serves the law of sin. 
In the state of glorification, the saints 
will be impeccable, cannot sin, can 
only do that which is good; ... whence 
it follows, that the liberty of man’s 
will does not lie in an indifference 
or indetermination to good or evil; 
but is consistent with some kind of 
necessity and a determination to one. 


“If liberty is not consistent with 
necessity in any sense, then it is not 
consistent with the decrees of God, 
nor even with the foreknowledge of 
God... For if there is not a necessity 
of things coming to pass, which are 
foreknown and decreed by God, then 
his foreknowledge is uncertain, and 
is but mere supposition and conjec- 
ture, and his decrees must be frus- 
trable and precarious. It is said that 
this was of old the chief argument of 
the fatalists, espoused of late by Mr. 
Hobbes, and is still made the refuge 
of the predestinarians. Be it so; if 
the fatalists and Mr. Hobbes meant 
no more by necessity than we do, 
namely, a necessity of the immutabil- 
ity and unfrustrableness of God’s fore- 
knowledge and decrees, and not of 
ecoaction upon the will of man; we 
have no reason to be ashamed of the 
argument they made use of; and in- 
stead of making it a refuge or mere 
shift, shall think ourselves obliged to 
defend it, and abide by it.” (From 
THE CAUSE OF GOD AND TRUTH). 


* * us * * 


AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY 


“T was lately introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of a very learned and 
sensible Armenian, with the sagacity 
to perceive and the integrity to 
acknowledge the prodigious lengths to 
which the Free-Will scheme, if carried 
as far as it naturally leads, must in- 
evitably push its devotees. He sees 
its consequences clearly; he swallows 
them without difficulty; and he avows 
them very honestly. ‘God does all 
He -possibly can’ — these were the 
gentleman’s own words to me in con- 
versation — ‘God does all He possibly 
can to hinder moral and natural evil, 


but He cannot prevail. Men will not 
permit God to have His wish.’ Then, 
said I, the Deity must certainly be a 
very unhappy being. ‘Not unhappy 
in the least,’ replied the ready phil- 
osopher. ‘God knows that in conse- 
quence of the Free-Will with which 
He has endued His national creatures, 
He Himself must be disappointed of 
His wishes and defeated of His ends, 
and that there is no help for it, unless 
He had made us mere machines. He 
therefore submits to necessity and 
does not make Himself uneasy about 
it.’ See, on what tremendous shoals 
Free-Willers, when honest, run them- 
selves aground! Is their god the Bi- 
bie-God? Certainly not. Their god 
‘submits’ to difficulties which He ‘can- 
not help’ Himself out of, and endeavors 
to make Himself ‘easy’ under millions 
and millions of inextricable embar- 
rassments, uncomfortable disappoint- 
ments, and mortifying defeats. Where- 
as, concerning the God of the Bible, 
it is affirmed that He hath done, and 
will always continue to do, whatsoever 
He pleaseth.” (From COMPLETE 
WORKS). 


at * 


JONATHAN EDWARDS 


“Unless God foreknows the future 
acts of men’s wills, and their be- 
havior as moral agents, all those great 
things which are foretold in both Old 
Testament and New concerning the 
erection, establishment, and universal 
extent of the Kingdom of the Messiah, 
were predicted and promised while 
God was in ignorance whether any of 
these things would come to pass or no, 
and did but guess at them. . 


“Unless God foreknows the volitions 
of moral agents, all the prophecies of 
Scripture have no better foundation 
than mere conjecture; and that, in 
most instances, a conjecture which 
must have the utmost uncertainty .. . 
It also follows that if this notion of 





God’s ignorance of future volitions be 
true, in vain did Christ say (after ut- 
tering many great and important pre- 
dictions): ‘Heaven and earth shall 
pass away; but my words shall not 
pass away’. . 


“It follows, therefore, that these 
events are necessary, with a necessity 
of connection or consequence 
There must be a certainty in things 
themselves, before they are certainly 
known, or (which is the same thing) 
known to be certain . . . God’s fore- 
knowledge, therefore, is necessarily 
the cause of those events which He 
knows.” (From FREEDOM OF THE 
WILL). 

ao 6 « 

These quotations do not fully ex- 
plain the doctrines alluded to. The 
purpose has been to present a witness 
to the theology of the Reformation. 
Perhaps some readers will be interest- 
ed enough to examine the books from 
which these selections have been taken. 
The further the discussion is followed, 
the clearer the whole doctrine will be- 
come. 


At any rate, one will soon learn 
that God is not so impotent as to have 
to sit back, after offering the Gos- 
pel, and wait and see who will accept 
it. It will be clear that the Holy 
Spirit operates on the will of man, 
changes his likes and dislikes, takes 
away his heart of stone and gives him 
a heart of flesh, in fact gives him 
faith. God does not sit back and do 
nothing: He regenerates — He con- 
trols man’s will. Such is the Gos- 
pel; the other view is not. 


As the Psalmist said, “Blessed is 
the man whom thou choosest and 
causest to approach unto thee” (Psa. 
65:5). God causes men to turn to 
Him. No one else can. 


‘“ * * * * 


Butler University. 





name of our God. 





Unconditional Election 


The doctrine of unconditional election is one of the best antidotes I 
know for a self-righteous generation which is spiritually sick because it 
has been fed on husks while the meat of the Word has been left to mold. 
This doctrine inspires faith, instills humility, animates zeal, promotes 
piety, kills pride, encourages Bible study and most of all it glorifies the 
I venture to say that if this truth is publicly declared 
from the pulpit and properly received from the pew it will-go a long way 
toward bringing about a spiritual awakening in our time. 


—John Thornbury 
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Hell And Predestination 


A saying heard with increasing fre- 


quency these days is: “God never 
sent any man to Hell. Men who end 
in Hell send themselves there.” This 
is usually heard in the context of a 
discussion of Predestination and is 
usually uttered against the Presby- 
terian doctrine of Reprobation. It is 
spoken as proof positive that no think- 
ing man would accept the “hard” Cal- 
vinistic view. 

But the “hard” Predestinarian 
would be the very first to say that 
God sends no man to Hell. Our God, 
who is sovereign in the eternal des- 
tinies of all men — both the saved 
and the lost — is not responsible for 
the loss of a single soul. Lost men 
are condemned already . . . before God 
passes them by in His reprobation. 


The mystery — as well as the pro- 
found logic — in the doctrine of 
Predestination is precisely this: God, 
who is merciful and great in the love 
wherewith He has loved us, neverthe- 
less has not — for reasons best known 
only to Himself — given saving Grace 
to all men. That fact is as clear as 
human experience. It is a fact as 
plainly seen as the difference in the 
spiritual attitudes of the two thieves 
on Calvary, the one repentant, the 
other unrepentant. 


God does not, we repeat, save all 
men. There is the heart of the matter. 
You cannot get away from it. The 
Lord Jesus did not take but one of 
the thieves with Him to Paradise. 


To say that He could not have 
saved both is to deny Sovereignty. 





To say that He did save both is Uni- 
versalism. 


To say that He saved one is Gospel. 


To say that the other was lost is 
Reprobation, that part of Predestina- 
tion which the human mind naturally 
does not like. But though it was Rep- 
robation, the Lord was not respon- 
sible for the fact that the thief was 
lost! 


There is only one reason why a 
person who calls himself a Predesti- 
narian will deny Reprobation — be- 
cause he does not believe that God 
passes some by. When someone says 
that “he cannot believe in the negative 
side of Predestination,” he is revealing 
himself as either 1) a poor theologian; 
or 2) a Universalist, who believes that 
everybody will be saved. 


EDIJORIALS 


Commissions On The 


Minister And His Work 


The first draft of the new Book of 
Church Order replaced present Com- 
missions on the Minister and his Work 
with Presbytery Committees, remov- 
ing much of the confusion existing 
over the intrinsic authority of these 
sometimes controversial bodies. We 
don’t know what the final outcome 
will be, but we have just seen a con- 
crete example of the reason why pres- 
ent Commissions sometimes have come 
in for severe criticism. 


Recently a minister wrote a “letter 
to the editor” to a daily newspaper 
in one of our Southern cities, express- 
ing himself of an opinion of the Pres- 
byterian Church. In due time, this 
minister received a letter from the 
Commission on the Minister and his 
Work of the Presbytery, partially as 
follows: 


“This commission recognizes 
the right of any minister or mem- 
ber to express his convictions. 
However, such accusations as you 
have included in the above men- 
tioned article cannot go un- 
noticed because the public press 
is not the place for an ordained 
minister to air any complaints 


or challenge doctrinal emphases 
within the Church. 


“You are reminded that ac- 
cording to your ordination vows 
you are committed to maintain 
the peace of the Church. In our 
considered judgment, your letter 
in no way seeks to maintain the 
peace of the Church... 

“If you are disposed to con- 
tinue such charges or pursue the 
ones already made, arrangements 
will be made for you to appear 
before the Commission on the 
Minister and his Work.” 


Now we are not defending that 
minister. It matters not who he is, 
what he wrote or to whom he wrote it. 
But we happen to know that no Com- 
mission on the Minister and his Work 
has the authority that Commission as- 
sumed. A minister’s Presbytery may 
(and should) call him on the carpet 
for any improper action. But the 
power to initiate action against a min- 
ister for any cause whatsoever does 
not reside intrinsically within the Com- 
mission on the Minister and his Work. 

We have had dealings with Commis- 
sions practicing such tactics as report- 


ed above. The Presbyterian Gestapo 
should be stopped before it goes 
any further. And that Presbytery 


should require an accounting of its 
Commission. 


Vain Speculation 


With our world torn by conflicting 
ideologies, rising nationalism, militant 
paganism and, only too often, a di- 
luted form of Christianity, one can 
but wonder if the speculation about 
and interest in whether other planets 
are populated is not something rather 
far afield. 


In Psalm 115:16 we read: “The 
heaven, even the heavens, are the 
Lord’s: but the earth hath He given 
to the children of men.” 


It can certainly be affirmed that 
our responsibility as Christians centers 
in this world and the people thereon 
and begins with us as individual be- 
lievers and with our immediate sur- 
roundings and on out to the whole 
world. 


For this reason secondary concerns, 
including the increasing emphasis on 
ecclesiasticism, seem so utterly out of 
place. This world needs Christ and 
it needs Him NOW. 


Church organization has its place— 
the social problems are pressing — 
programs are necessary. But before 
all of these things there comes the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures, a Gospel which 
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vation to all who believe. 


Unless we place a renewed emphasis 
on the one thing which counts now 
and for eternity we are in grave dan- 
ger of losing a God-given opportunity 
and denying a God-ordained respon- 
sibility. 

—L. N. B. 





There’s No Such Thing 
as a Liberal Presbyterian 


Some of the representatives of the 
Church, official and otherwise, are 
going around telling people that Pres- 
byterians are becoming more “liberal’”’ 
in their views. This, to the distress of 
most Presbyterians and the confusion 
of many. We have been asked, “Is 
it so?” 


By way of reply we must sadly 
admit that the “liberal” religious 
voice, largely a minority but increas- 
ingly vocal and often highly-positioned, 
has been making itself heard in its 
effort to win Presbyterians away. But 
we hasten to add that there is no 
such thing as a “liberal” Presbyterian 
any more than there is such a thing 
as “liberal’’ marriage vows. To be 
sure there are marriages in which 
“liberal” ideas have had the effect 
of disrupting the ideal bond, but a 
true marriage cannot be liberalized. 
To the extent that it is, it becomes 
less than a true marriage. 


So it is with Presbyterianism. 
Founded upon the Word of God and 
descriptive of the “marriage” between 
Christ and His Church, our Presby- 
terian (Reformed) Faith is not a set 
of propositional truths, but a visible, 
theological representation of the 
“household of God,” of the “building 
(which) fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord: in 
whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit” (Ephesians 2:21-22). Presby- 
terianism is not a shifting, negotiating, 
experimental, pragmatic arrangement 
between men— it is the eternal and 
everlasting God-man relationship; and 
man-man relationship that follows. 


You either are a Presbyterian, or 
you are not. 


Nothing is happening, or can hap- 
pen, to Presbyterianism itself. We 
would urge Presbyterians everywhere 
not to be dismayed by the words of 
those who say they are Presbyterians 
and are not. Pray for them. 









A Layman And His Church 


HE IS BOTH 


A questionnaire, recently circulated, 
posed a query something like this: 
“Do you regard God as a holy Judge 
or as a loving Heavenly Father?”’. 


It is reported that those in the lower 
socio-economic group regarded God as 
a Judge while those with more educa- 
tion and material advantages looked on 
God as a loving Heavenly Father. 


Whether the framer of the question 
and those who answered it were equal- 
ly ill-informed or not we do not know. 
The simple fact is that God is on the 
one hand the Judge of mankind and 
of all the universe, while at the same 
time He is the loving Heavenly Father 
of His children. 


It is unfortunate that there is so 
much fuzzy thinking at this point. 
God the holy and righteous One is of- 
fended by sin and all of its multiplied 
manifestations. He hates sin for it 
separates between His creation and 
Himself. But while He is holy and 
righteous He is also loving and merci- 
ful, and in one act on the Cross He 
has combined all of these attributes 
and made it possible for sinners to 
become new creatures through faith in 
His Son. 


For those who believe, the wall of 
partition has been broken down; the 
separating effect of sin is cancelled; 
and the sinner becomes righteous in 
God’s sight because He sees the right- 
eousness of His Son imputed to us. 


To picture God as a loving Heavenly 
Father who forgives sin on any other 
basis than on the shed blood of Cal- 
vary is to picture Him contrary to 
the Scriptures. It is true that the 
war is over but only for those who 
accept His loving provisions. For all 
others there is a great gulf fixed, the 
gulf of unrepented of and unforgiven 
sin. 


For those who accept the gift of 
eternal life through His Son He is 
our loving Heavenly Father. For those 
who reject this gift He will one day 
appear as Judge. 


No words of Scripture depict more 
clearly the danger of rejecting God’s 
revelation of Himself than are to be 
found in Hebrews 10:26-31, 38, 39: 
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“For if we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the knowl- 
edge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins, 
but a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adver- 
saries. He that despised Moses’ 
law died without mercy under two 
or three witnesses: of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite un- 
to the Spirit of grace? For we 
know him that hath said, Ven- 
geance belongeth unto me, | will 
recompence, saith the Lord. And 
again, The Lord shall judge His 
people. It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living 
God . . . Now the just shall live 
by faith: but if any man draw 
back, my soul shall have no pleas- 
ure in him. But we are not of 
them who draw back to perdition; 
but of them that believe to the 
saving of the soul.” 


Little wonder that Paul 


—L. N. B. 
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writes: 
“Knowing therefore the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” 


God is not deformed — He is both 
Judge and Redeemer. 





JABLE JALK 
Choosing To Be Born? 





Se aS 


In the Dec. 16th issue the author of a Christmas meditation spoke of : 
our “choosing to be born” spiritually. We heard from our readers who 
reminded us that Presbyterians believe that God does the choosing. We 
said then that we would print the best comments coming to us on the sub- 
ject. The three appearing below have seemed to us most suggestive—Ed. 

I 
Jesus did not say in John 3:3, “Ye wants to “choose to be born.” It is know; but it is of God. Faith is of fF I 
must give birth to yourself’, nor “Ye the error of trying to manipulate the God. Repentance is of God. There- 


must bear yourself’’, but “Ye must be 
born...” Paul writes in Eph. 2:8, 
“, . . it is not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God”. And again, “You hath 
HE quickened, who were DEAD”. 
This experience comes (John 3:8) 
“.. as the wind... ye cannot tell 
whence it cometh”. Nicodemus, with 
his educated, rational mind, which 
could not discern spiritual things 
asked, “How can these things be?” 
He could not, even as the world, see. 
They know not until they receive the 
gift of God. Sir, I did not know I 
was in the dark until the light was 
turned on! 
—Mrs. W. T. Kelley 
McDonough, Ga. 





It is hard to put another fellow 
straight as to the order of events in 
a person’s salvation without falling 
into some of the same pitfalls as he, 
but from the other side. For to argue, 
as your correspondent does, that Pres- 
byterian doctrine is good and ought 
to be maintained because by such doc- 
trine “you keep Him (God) where He 
belongs . . . on the throne,” is to 
make the same error as the man who 


Almighty. Whether the creature 
chooses to be born again spiritually, 
or chooses to order the steps in sal- 
vation so that God is put where He 
belongs, the effect is the same, namely 
a sort of non-Reformed zeal to keep 

God in captivity to the creature. 

—James C. Pascoe 

Nashville, Tenn. 





From my understanding of the Scrip- 
tures, I would say that the author of 
the article is right in saying that man 
may choose to be born again, in the 
sense that he must respond to the re- 
sponsibility that the Scripture again 
and again lays upon him to make a 
choice and to choose. Again and 
again we read, “Whosoever will .. .” 
This is the challenge of the Gospel 
and it is taught in the Scriptures. 


However, those who protest are al- 
so right in that though man from his 
own point of view chooses and God 
lays upon him the responsibility to 
do so, yet actually God has already 
chosen, for we are chosen in Him be- 
fore the foundation of the world, 
as we read in Ephesians 1. Just when 
regeneration takes place, we do not 


fore, God does it all, even as man, of 
his own will, chooses to be born. 


In human reasoning, these two 
things are mutually exclusive. They 
must not be so, however, in the in- 
finite wisdom of God: for God’s Word 
distinctly teaches both. We must not, 
we dare not omit either. We must 
preach both, for the Bible teaches 
both. Perhaps one day we will under- 
stand how these two things work to- 
gether, but until then, we had better 
let them remain where the Bible lets 
them remain — two great truths con- 
cerning the mystery of our God and 
His gracious salvation. 

—(Rev.) Wm. E. Hill, Jr. 
Hopewell, Va. 





It occurs to us that in Presbyterian- 
ism’s historic willingness to plant it- 
self upon theology it doesn’t really 
understand there is the best possible 
answer to radical religion’s quibble of 
unbelief: “We musn’t try to think 
that we can compress the infinite 
Truth of God into the narrow confines 
of our little systems.” Presbyterian 
theology has never tried to do that. 
—Ed. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 13, 1960 






QS 
4}. 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Before Governors and Kings 


Bible Material: 
Devotional Reading: 


Acts 24-26 
Matthew 10:16-25 


In our Devotional Reading from Matthew 10 we 
see Jesus instructing and warning His disciples at the 
same time: “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will 
deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge 
you in their synagogues; and ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against 
them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you 
up, take no thought how and what ye shall speak: 
for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye 
shall speak . . . And ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name’s sake . . . The disciple is not above his 
master, nor the servant above his Lord”. How true 
His words had turned out to be! Peter and John and 
the others had been persecuted. Now Paul was to 
feel the force of the same kind of treatment; indeed, 
he had already felt it. He was held a prisoner for 
two years at Caesarea before being taken to Rome. 
He was brought before governors and kings for a 
testimony before the Gentiles. In making his defense 
before the Roman dignitaries he received the help of 
the Holy Spirit as Jesus had promised. 


In this treatment of the lesson I am making free 
use of Halley’s Pocket Handbook with his permission. 
Last week we saw Paul brought in haste to Caesarea 
to escape the plot against his life by forty fanatical 
Jews. He was turned over to Felix, the Roman gov- 
ernor. Before taking up the lesson material in these 
three chapters let us look at the place of his imprison- 
ment and some of the “governors and kings” before 
whom he would be tried. 


I. Place and Characters: (Halley) 


Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea was between the 
summer of 58 A.D. to the fall of 60. Caesarea was the 
place where twenty years before Peter had gone to 
the home of the centurion Cornelius and had received 
him and his family into the church and where the 
Holy Spirit had been poured forth in a second Pente- 
cost. Possibly this was the reason Felix knew some- 
thing about “the way” (24:22). 


Luke was with Paul in Caesarea. It is thought 
that this is the time that he wrote his Gospel. This 
is Luke’s only recorded visit to Jerusalem. No doubt 
he availed himself of the opportunity to visit Jeru- 
salem and possibly also Galilee, and talk with all the 
original apostles and companions of Jesus whom he 
could find. Mary, the mother of Jesus, may have been 
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still living and he could have heard the story of the 
birth of Jesus from her own lips. 


Felix had married a Jewess, was familiar with Jew- 
ish ways, and knew something about Christ. He had 
been liberated from slavery by Claudius by whom he 
was appointed procurator of Judea. He was deeply 
impressed, and terrified by Paul’s preaching, but his 
covetousness prevented him from either accepting 
Christ or releasing Paul. 


Festus was appointed to succeed Felix in 60 A.D. 
The Jews were still plotting to waylay Paul, for it 
seemed they had little hope of convincing a Roman 
governor that Paul had done anything deserving death. 
Paul, on being arraigned before Festus, seeing that 
the Roman governor was set on pleasing the Jews, 
and that it would be hopeless to get any justice, boldly 
announced that he was ready to die if he deserved it, 
and appealed to Caesar, which, as a Roman citizen, 
he had a right to do. Whereupon Festus was powerless 
to do anything but grant the appeal. At that time 
Caesar was Nero, an inhuman brute. But Paul knew 
that if he left his case with Festus he would be turned 
over to the Jewish Sanhedrin, which would have meant 
certain condemnation. So he chose Nero. Besides, 
he wanted to get to Rome. We can see the hand of 
God in all this. 


Paul’s speech before Agrippa and his address at 
Athens are generally considered to be two of the 
most superb examples of oratory in literature. They 
are both very brief, bare outlines of what he must 
have said, for it is scarcely likely that he spoke in 
either case for less than an hour or so. 


Agrippa was Herod Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa 
I, who sixteen years before had murdered James the 
brother of John, grandson of Herod Antipas who had 
killed John the Baptist and mocked Christ, great 
grandson of Herod the Great who had murdered the 
children of Bethlehem at the time of Christ’s birth. 
His capital was at Caesarea in Philippi, near the 
scene of Jesus’ transfiguration 30 years before. 
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Bernice was his sister, living with him as his wife. 


She had been married to two kings. Think of Paul 
having to make his defence before a pair like that! 
But think of Christ before a man like Pilate! 


Festus could not figure out any charge against Paul 
that he thought worthy of writing to Nero, and thought 
Agrippa could help him out, so he arranged to have 
Paul brought before them both. 


Agrippa, whose family had been so intimately con- 
nected with the whole story of Christ, naturally would 
be curious to hear from a man of Paul’s caliber, who 
made such a stir among the nations over the Man his 
own family had condemned. 


The only difference Festus could see between Paul 
and his accusers was that Paul thought Jesus was still 
living, while they thought he was dead. As for under- 
standing the importance of the resurrection, this did 
not seem to be of interest to these hard-boiled Roman 
officials. We can easily see how they would scoff at 
such an idea. 


The great pomp with which Festus arranged for 
the occasion, was a testimony to the dominating per- 
sonality of Paul, for certainly no ordinary prisoner 
could have called forth such display of royal splendor. 


Notice Paul’s uniform courtesy throughout, although 
he must have known of the dissolute character of the 
king. This is in keeping with the apostle’s teaching 
about our relation to the “powers that be” no matter 
what sort of “powers” they are. How careful we 
should be to be obedient to our own government 
which is so far superior to Rome. Let us pray more 
for those in authority over us! Many of them are 
Christian men and need our prayers. 


Notice, too, that Paul recognized the resurrection 


of Jesus from the dead as the one issue. He brings 
this in whenever he has an opportunity. 
Notice the word “mad” in verse 24. To Festus’ 


carnal heathen mind the idea of a resurrection from 
the dead was so utterly unthinkable that he could not 
refrain from crying out that Paul must be crazy. Paul, 
still in a manner of utmost courtesy, reminds Festus 
that Agrippa knows about the story of Jesus’ resurrec- 
tion from the dead, for it took place at the Jewish 
capital when the whole assembled nation was there. 
So much for Halley and his interesting notes. 


II. Paul Before Felix: Chapter 24 
We will now take up the Lesson Text and comment 
briefly upon some of the verses. 


Five days after Paul’s removal to Caesarea, Ananias 
the high priest with the elders and a certain orator, 
a lawyer, named Tertullus, came down to inform the 
governor against Paul. Tertullus began in a flattering 
way to praise the governor. He went on to accuse 
Paul of about four different things: “a pestilent fel- 
low”, a “mover of sedition” among the Jews and all 
the world, “a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes”, 
who “went about to profane the Temple.” 


When Paul’s turn came he replied in a courteous 
manner simply denying all the charges, except being 


a Nazarene or Christian. He could prove easily that 
there was no basis for the charges. It was the Jews 
from Asia, who hated him, who were at the bottom 
of all this trouble. 


And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come Felix trembled (was terrified) 
and answered, “Go thy way for this time; when I have 
a more convenient season, I will call for thee”. What 
a different response from the Philippian jailer who also 
trembled as he came in and fell down at the feet of 
Paul and Silas saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” Suppose Felix had trembled and asked the 
same question? Felix saw Paul often after that for 
he hoped to get some money from him, but he never 
seemed to have “trembled” again. After two years 
Porcius Festus took Felix’s place; and Felix, willing 
to show the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. 


III. Paul Before Festus and Agrippa: 
and 26 


The Jews informed Festus against Paul and asked 
that he be brought to Jerusalem, planning to lie in 
wait in the way and kill him. But Festus decided 
that Paul should be kept at Caesarea and that he 
would go down there shortly and hear their accusations 
there. After a preliminary hearing in which the Jews 
laid many and grievous complaints Festus asked Paul 
if he would consent to go to Jerusalem to be judged. 
It was then that Paul appealed to Caesar. He knew 
that he would stand a better chance even before the 
emperor Nero than before the fanatical Jews. When 
a Roman citizen appealed to Caesar there was nothing 
that could be done except send him. 


chapters 25 


Festus wanted to have something to write concern- 
ing Paul so he arranged the pompous trial before 
Agrippa and Bernice. Paul in his defense made a deep 
impression on both Festus and Agrippa. In verse 28 
of chapter 26 Agrippa said to Paul, “Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian”. It is possible that 
he spoke in a jesting manner, but there seems to be a 
note of concern beneath his words. The verdict was, 
“This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of 
bonds”. Then Agrippa said unto Festus, “This man 
might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed 
unto Caesar.” 


He was on his way to Rome! 
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Directors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 13, 1960 


Our Chureh at Werk im Afriea 


Scripture—lIsaiah 9:2 and 60:1-5 


Suggested Hymns— 
“We Have a Story to Tell to the Nations” 
“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 


“Wonderful Words of Life” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Most of us already know that our church does its 
African work in the Belgian Congo. The Congo is 
located in south central Africa. It is a tropical terri- 
tory, being divided by the equator. It includes nearly 
a million square miles, making it almost a third as 
large as the United States. As the name Belgian Congo 
implies, this territory is a Belgian colony. When other 
African colonies of European powers have been torn 
by strife and tension, the Congo has remained peace- 
ful and quiet. The peacefulness of the Congo has 
been brought about in large part by the wise and 
generous colonial policy which has been followed by 
the Belgian government. In their policies and prac- 
tices the Belgians have shown concern and sympathy 
for the people of the Congo. But now, even this has 
changed. The Belgians are still considerate, but the 
fires of nationalism which have been sweeping other 
sections of the African continent have caught in the 
Congo. There has been bloody rioting in Leopold- 
ville, the capital city, and demands for immediate in- 
dependence are increasingly loud. The present plan 
is to make the Congo an independent state in 1964, 
but many of the Congolese are not satisfied to wait 
even that long. It is in this area and in this situation 
that our church through its missionaries, is working 
in Africa. 


First Speaker: 


The Belgian Congo mission is the largest which our 
church supports. The mission has twelve stations. 
\ll but one of these are located in the Kasai River 
basin in the southeast part of the Congo. We have 
a relatively new station in Leopoldville, which is on 
the Congo River not far from the Atlantic Ocean. 
These twelve stations are manned by 165 missionaries 
not counting teachers of missionaries’ children. The 
Presbyterian missionaries are assisted in their work 
by about 2800 native pastors, evangelists, teachers, and 
medical assistants. The mission maintains seven good 
hospitals and almost a thousand schools. There are 
more than $100 places where Christians meet to wor- 
ship and preach the Gospel, and more than 68,000 





YOUTH WORK 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


communicant Christians. In 1958 more than 3100 
were added to the membership of the congregations. 
These figures, of course, do not include the children 
in Christian homes. It is estimated that the Christian 
constituency of the area where our church works is 
more than 125,000. Statistics may not make very in- 
teresting reading and listening, but at least they indi- 
cate that our church has been doing a great work in 
the Belgian Congo. 


Second Speaker: 


What kind of work do our missionaries do? There 
are actually several kinds of work. There are (1) 
evangelistic missionaries. Their work is to preach in 
new areas and to organize and supervise new churches. 
(2) Another type of work that is increasingly im- 
portant in the Congo is leadership training by which 
African Christians are prepared to take over the leader- 
ship of their churches. (3) There is also educational 
mission work. We have mentioned that the mission 
maintains nearly 1000 schools. These schools provide 
primary, secondary, and higher education for the Con- 
golese. In the past, much of the schooling has been of 
a very rudimentary nature. It has now become neces- 
sary to step up the quality of education in order to 
prepare African young people to be doctors, nurses, 
ministers and teachers. (4) There is also medical 
mission work. The missionary doctors, nurses, and 
dentists maintain hospitals and medical out-stations. 
In 1958 56,170 patients were treated. (5) Another 
phase of mission work is the agricultural-industrial. By 
this endeavor the Africans are equipped and trained 
to learn a better living for themselves and their fam- 
ilies. Both medical and agricultural-industrial mis- 
sionaries never miss an opportunity to minister to the 
spiritual needs of the people as well as their physical 
needs. (6) Still another way of doing mission work 
is through the publication and distribution of Chris- 
tian literature. As more and more Africans learn to 
read, this way of witnessing becomes more important. 
Our mission operates a printing press, and publishes 
a great quantity of Christian literature. One of the 
recent developments is the publication of a monthly 
Christian magazine. It is proving to be very effective. 


From all of these activities it is easy to see why our 
missionaries are such busy people. It is also easy to 


see why money is needed to carry on their work. When 
we consider how much they accomplish we must realize 
that mission money is used very efficiently. 





Third Speaker: 


Mission work in the Belgian Congo is now facing 
a problem which it has never met before. As the Pro- 
gram Leader indicated, there is a growing demand on 
the part of the Congolese for immediate independence. 
Objective observers are persuaded that the people as 
a whole are not mature enough for independence. At 
least, they are not mature enough to cope with the 
demands of the kind of advanced civilization which 
they want. The organization and complexity of mod- 
ern society call for experience and training which the 
majority of Congolese people have not had. Our 
missionaries are caught in this situation of working 


against a deadline which is almost sure to come too 
soon. When emotions are running high it is hard to 
explain to people that they are not yet qualified for 
the responsibilities of self-government. 


Let us pray that our missionaries and the govern- 
ment officials may be given special wisdom to deal 
with this difficult situation. Let us also pray that 
the Congolese, and all the Africans for that matter, 
may be given grace and patience to wait until they 
are materially, intellectually, and spiritually qualified 
for self-government. 


Closing Prayer. 





THE 


EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD 


-- The Great Unfinished Task 
of The Church -- 


In no land where our missionaries are engaged does 
the Protestant Community represent more than 5% 


of the population. 
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GEORGIA MEN’S CONFERENCE 


ELBERTON, Ga. — The Twelfth 
Annual Synod Men’s Conference for 
Georgia will be held at the Rock Eagle 
4-H Club Center at Eatonton, Ga., 
on April 23-24. 


Following the denomination’s theme 
for 1960, the Conference will feature 
inspirational addresses, workshops and 
group discussions on “Understanding 
the Bible.” A special workshop for 
ministers attending has been added: 
“Men’s Work and the Local Pastor.” 


—R. H. Whiteside, Chm., Prm. 








J. McDowell 
president of Columbia Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga., joins with Professor Em- 
eritus J. B. Green (center), and Dr. 
P. D. Miller, chairman of the Board 
of Directors, at recent groundbreaking 


Dr. Richards, left, 


ceremonies. Work was begun in Jan- 
uary on two buildings, a student center 
and a dormitory, valued together at 
$900,000. The dorm will house 92 
persons in two-room suites, all com- 
plete with bath, suitable for married 
or single students. The student center 
will contain a dining hall plus two 
smaller dining rooms and a kitchen, 
also a canteen, parlor, book store, two 
assembly rooms and six offices. These 
two buildings, plus a 12-unit apart- 
ment building for the married stu- 
dents who have children, bring the 
total value of current construction on 
the campus to $1,175,000. The sem- 
inary hopes to have the new buildings 
in use by January, 1961. 


BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 


RALEIGH, N. C. — (PN) — Hud- 
son Memorial Presbyterian Church 
was organized here in 1957. On Jan- 
uary 10, 1960, the 90-member congre- 
gation and guests dedicated the first 
unit of a projected three—or four— 
unit church plant. 


At a cost of $11,000 for construc- 
tion and equipping, a two-story co- 
lonial style education building is the 
first unit. The building contains a 
fellowship hall which will serve as a 
temporary sanctuary, a kitchen, seven 
classrooms, restrooms and _ utility 
rooms. The Rev. Frank T. Lemmon 
is pastor of the new church. 


PRESBYTERY MEETINGS 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — (PN) — 
New Orleans Presbytery passed a reso- 
lution here recently opposing use of 
the Sabbath by public schools as a day 
for sports activities. It has been 
customary in New Orleans to hold 
football games and other sports dur- 
ing the regular school term on Sun- 
day afternoons. 


The resolution was adopted at the 
235th Stated meeting of the Presby- 
tery at the Woodlawn church. Rul- 
ing Elder Russell M. Greer of the 
Oak Park church was elected Mod- 
erator. 





KINSTON, N. C. — Albemarle Pres- 
bytery held its mid-winter Adjourned 
meeting here on January 26th. Pres- 
bytery heard that over $142,000 was 
received on budgeted benevolences 
during 1959. A budget of $143,560, 
the amount pledged by the churches, 
was adopted for 1960. 


Presbytery heard that surveys are 
to be made in Goldsboro, Greenville and 
Rocky Mount to study the possible 
location of future churches. Five 
churches continue to be without pas- 
tors. 


The next meeting was set for the 
Rivermont church, April 19. 
—Thomas M. Davis, S. C. 





CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. The 
Presbytery of Knoxville elected one 
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of its missionaries at home on fur- 
lough, the Rev. Robert Smith, to mod- 
erate its 235th Stated Meeting on 
Feb. 2. 


The statistical reports for 1959 show 
healthy growth in every way. Total 
membership in the Presbytery in- 
creased by more than 500 and total 
gifts to all causes showed an increase 
of over $200,000. 


Presbytery heard that its Camp and 
Conference center is nearing comple- 
tion and expected to be ready for use 
this summer. Presbytery received Mr. 
George Boone, of the Westminster 
church, under Care as a Candidate. 
The Rev. E. Frank Camp, retired and 
now living in Chattanooga, was re- 
ceived as a member of the Presbytery. 
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The next meeting will be held in 
the Lookout Valley church, May 10. 
—D. R. Greenhoe, S. C. 





MONTREAT CHARTER 
AMENDED 
DAVIS INAUGURATION SET 


Among actions taken at the semi-an- 
nual meeting of the Trustees of Mon- 
treat in Charlotte, Feb. 10, was an 
amendment to the charter of the 
Mountain Retreat Association to bring 
the election of trustees into line with 
a pattern suggested by the General 
Assembly. Plans were also made for 
a double-barreled inauguration of Dr. 
C. Grier Davis as President of the 
College and as President of the As- 
sociation. 


Henceforth, trustees of Montreat 
will be nominated, 16 by the Synods 
and 34 by the Assembly, with all 
elected by the Assembly. Previously, 
the Assembly had the power to nomi- 
nate only. In addition, all trustees 
shall be members of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Previously, only three- 
fourths had been so required. 


Ceremonies inaugurating Dr. Davis 
as President of the College, now of- 
ficially to be known as Montreat-An- 
derson College, will be held in con- 
junction with graduation exercises on 
May 30th, with Dr. O. C. Carmichael 
of Asheville, representing the Ford 
Foundation, as principal speaker. A 
second program is planned during the 
Bible Conference, Aug. 13, at which 
time Dr. Davis will become President 
of the Association. If the General 
Assembly approves, the day will be 
known as Montreat Day at Montreat, 
with Dr. John R. Cunningham, of the 
Presbyterian Foundation, as speaker. 


Montreat College, now officially a 
co-educational junior college, has pur- 
chased the home of the late Dr. J. B. 
Hutton, on the Montreat grounds, as 
a home for the new president. 





Unbelief is abroad today in so many 
places, in so many ways and to so 
many degrees. Those who voice un- 
belief, strange to say, are often more 
attractive in manner than those who 
stand for the truth. While we could 
never despise charm in itself, it is 
amazing how Satan employs it every- 
where. From a most alluring whiskey 
ad to a most charming pulpiteer deny- 
ing the Word of the Living God the 
effect is about the same. Both ac- 
complish their devastating job while 
appearing as angels of light. 

—Dr. R. W. Cousar 
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THE CASE FOR THE SOUTH, by 
W. D. Workman, Jr. Devin-Adair Co., 
New York. 309 pp. $5.00. 


The Case for the South has been 
written to give a better understanding 
of just why the South reacts as it does 
and to present honest answers to perti- 
nent questions. The book is realistic 
and recognizes error wherever it is 
found, North or South, and also virtue 
wherever it is found regardless of 
geographical direction. 


The 15 chapters in this book deal 
with the historical background of the 
present crisis in the South and offer 
an analysis of the issues of today. 
This volume will not appeal to ex- 
tremists on either side, but it has 
much to offer by way of clarification 
of thought. Most readers will come 
to the conclusion that though the 
South has no monopoly on virtue it 
does have a strong case for its po- 
sitions, especially in regard to states’ 
rights. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR IN- 
FANT BAPTISM, by Dwight Hervey 
Small. Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J. 191 pp. $3.50. 


A conciliatory spirit toward those 
of differing views seems to motivate 
the Rev. Dwight Hervey Small, pastor 
of Warren Park Presbyterian Church, 
Cicero, Illinois, as he writes this most 
recent book on Infant Baptism (bet- 
ter called Covenant Baptism). 


The author writes from the view- 
point of the Covenant Theology and 
the Reformed Faith. He shows that 
the doctrine is not a simple and un- 
complicated matter, and that many 
popular conceptions of baptism are 
for the most part oversimplifications. 
Thus they are liable to become per- 
versions of the truth because they 
are Biblically inadequate. 


Mr. Small holds that an adequate 
view of baptism, from a Biblical stand- 
point, must take into consideration 
an understanding of God’s Eternal De- 
crees, His Covenant of Grace in 
Salvation, the Church as God’s Cov- 
enant Community, and the Sacraments 


as signs and seals of God’s Covenant 
enactment with believing individuals. 
He deals fully with each of these 
basic considerations. 


Showing that the mode of baptism 
should be subordinate to the mean- 
ing he says, “Water baptism speaks of 
something that happens to the be- 
liever spiritually. It can only be rep- 
resented by the figurative meanings 
attached to the rite. Since no mode 
can adequately represent these spirit- 
ual meanings, the mode must be sub- 
ordinate to that which is said, believed 
and witnessed to in the rite. A life 
transformed by union with Christ on 
the ground of His atoning sacrifice 
and its reception by faith, is the reality 
which is witnessed to in the rite of 
water baptism. It is the real bap- 
tism by the Holy Spirit that is rep- 
resented by the ritual baptism by 
water’. 
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Those desiring an up-to-date de- 
fense of Reformed baptism in a 
simplified theological style, will find 
what they want in this book. Not 
so profound as those of Pierre Marcel 
or John Murray, nevertheless this book 
can readily be placed in the hands 
of those, especially, who are harried 
by their neighbors’ inquiries, “Is Pres- 
byterian baptism valid?” 


One thing is wanting. As fine a 
piece of Biblical research as Dr. Small 
has produced surely merits an index 
and a bibliography! 


—Rev. John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Georgia 





SERMONS on SIMON PETER, by 
Clovis G. Chappell. Abingdon Press, 
Nashville. 128 pp. $2.00. 


Dr. Chappell has always excelled in 
sermons on Biblical character. In this 
recent volume Dr. Chappell is at his 
best as he portrays Peter’s heights 
and depths, his pride and his humility 
and as the pre-eminent leader of the 
Twelve in Christ’s lifetime. 


A number of splendid insights into 
the character of Peter are set forth 
in this volume. For example, Dr. 
Chappell observes, “Peter, having 
dared to begin to follow Jesus, kept 
bravely on in spite of the fact that 
he fell again and again. But he never 
allowed any fall to become final. The 
decisive difference between those suf- 
fering ultimate defeat and those gain- 
ing ultimate victory is not in the fact 
that one sometimes failed and the 
other never did. It is rather in this, 
that one dared to start anew while 
the other groveled in remorse and 
self-pity. If we thus refuse to quit, 
nothing can defeat us.” 


Our faith is increased as we follow 
Dr. Chappell who explains, “This be- 
wildering mixture of weakness and 
strength, stardust and mud, that Jesus 
proposed to make a man of rocklike 
character.” 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
THOMAS, Harper & Bros., 62 pages, 
$2.00. 


In 1945, a Gnostic library from the 
4th or 5th century containing some 
49 works was discovered in an old 
tomb in Upper Egypt. Of these the 
Gospel of Truth, a sermon ascribed to 









¢ 


Valentinus about 140, was published 
a few years ago. This is the second 
from the group. The Gospel of Thom- 
as is a mixture of Gnostic speculation 
and teachings attributed to Jesus. 
Concerning these latter, Dr. Robert 
C. Grant of Chicago holds that they 
derive from the Synoptic Gospels. On 
the other hand Professor Claus Hun- 
zinger of Goettingen thinks that they 
are from an indeperdent source giv- 
ing the Sayings of Jesus. 


An interesting verbal variation is 
found in the usage of the Kingdom. 
In this document, the Kingdom and 
the Kingdom of Heaven occurs and al- 
so the Kingdom of the (or My) Fath- 
er, never the Kingdom of God. Since 
some question has appeared in these 
columns about the great Christological 
invitation of Matt. 11:27, the form 
of this saying in the Gospel of Thomas 
may be of interest: 


Jesus said: “Come to Me, for easy 
is My yoke and My lordship is 
gentle, and you shall find rest for 
yourselves”’. 


The parable of the vineyard is 
much like that in the Gospels with 
the murder of the son and heir and 
Jesus’ remark: “Show me the stone 
which the builders have rejected; it is 
the cornerstone.” 


As the Gospel of Truth confirmed 
the fact that the primitive church 
rested her conviction of the Resur- 
rection on the testimony of sense per- 
ception, so the quotations attributed 
to Jesus in the Gospel of Thomas con- 
firm many of the Gospel sayings. 
The phrase, “and He said’”’ found here, 
as in Mark 4, may be the earliest form 
of citation of Jesus’ sayings. 


—Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





THE CRY OF THE WORLD, by Os- 
wald J. Smith. The People’s Press, 
Toronto. 127 pp. $1.25. 


The Cry of the World contains 8 
thought provoking messages in dealing 
with such subjects as missions, the 
anti-Christ, and ow to deal with al- 
coholics. 


Dr. Smith describes alcoholism as 
our greatest foe and believes that 
there is only one cure. He says, 
“There is only one sure cure, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He and He alone 
can make the drunkard sober. No 
one else can take away the desire for 
drink. Drunkards and thousands have 
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been delivered. I would rather invest 
a dollar in the preaching of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ to the enslaved to 
drink than 10 million dollars towards 
a hospital for their cure. I have a 
Savior who can break every fetter 
and set the prisoner free.” 


Another interesting message has to 
do with “Does the Roman Catholic 
Church Go Back to the Apostles?” 
On this subject Dr. Smith says, “Let 
us always remember that the Roman 
Catholic Church does not date back 
to the days of the Apostles, and that 
it was not the first church, that Peter 
and Paul did not belong to it, in fact 
knew nothing about it since it did not 


come into existence until the 65th 
century.” 
—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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i Bi- Lingual Testaments gives evi- 
dence that the Lord is mightily using them 
in the salvation of Jews. An immediate 
start should be made. Will you help? 


Bi-Lingual Testaments are being made 
available for distribution to all worthy Jew- 
ish missions in the world. They have al- 
ready gone into 70 different countries. This 
is one of the many missionary interests 
and activities of our Board. Write today for 
your free copy of our magazine, THE EVER- 
LASTING NATION, for the story of our 
world-wide ministry on four continents. 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, 

Chairman Advisory Board, world 
renowned minister and author 


[BJM 





INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Georgia 

















MINISTERS 
Russell R. Davis, Plymouth, N. C., 
is taking clinical studies at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia Medical School 
in Richmond. To this end his pas- 
toral relation with the Plymouth 
church has been dissolved. 


D. Burke Kerr, from Seminole, Tex- 
as, to Washington First Ch., Wash- 
ington, N. C. 


C. W. Kimbrough has accepted the 
pastorate of the Meadowbrook 
church and stated supply at the 
West Greenville Church, Greenville, 
N. C. 

S. Yorke Pharr, from Ararat, Va., 
to George Kirby-Antioch Churches, 
Goldsboro, N. C. 

M. Stan Bell, from Charlotte, N. C., 
to Ahoskie First Church, Ahoskie, 
N. C. 


Millard Stephens, Lewisburg, W. Va. 
has accepted the call to the Nahalah 
Church, Scotland Neck, N. C., and 
William and Mary Hart Chapel, Tar- 
boro, N. C. 


W. K. Beaty, Sr., from Florence, S. 
C. to the First Church, Liberty Hill, 
S. C. 

Dennis James Kennedy, from Lake- 
land, Fla., to 5531 N.E. 19th Ave., 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

Harold Patteson, from Signal Mt., 
Tenn., to the Albertville, Ala., 
church. 

Charles D. Whitley has retired and 
continues to live in Albemarle, N. 
C. (Box 615). 

R. Wilbur Cousar, of the Ernest 
Myatt church, Raleigh, N. C., has 
accepted the call of the John’s Is- 
land, S. C. church, effective March 1. 





LETTERS 


ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE 


I would like to comment on the 
statement made on the front page 
of your Feb. 3 issue. While what you 
say may be exactly true, it is my feel- 
ing that you have stated the matter 
in such a negative way as to lay your- 
self open to misrepresentation by the 
Communists or any other subversive 
force. We live in an ideological age 


and subversive forces would not hesi- 
tate to delete the last three paragraphs 
and, therefore, quote you as saying that 
it is not necessary to believe in God, 
to do good works, to obey the moral 
teachings of Jesus, or even to imitate 
Jesus. 


The truths stated in the Journal 
could have been set in a positive 
frame by saying that a Christian is 
made by — (then insert the last three 
paragraphs). Then, you see, you could 
have said, when one becomes a Chris- 
tian, he then joins a denomination, 
participates in church activities, obeys 
the moral teachings of Jesus, etc., etc., 
etc. By doing this, it seems to me, 
you could have removed all possibil- 
ities of being misinterpreted. 

—/(Rev.) Samuel L. Belk 
Fredricksburg, Va. 
We hope to improve.—Ed. 





A lively discussion has ensued upon 
your Feb. 3 cover statement. Could 
you clarify for me and some of the 
other students here exactly what you 
mean by: “A Christian is only made 
by having, owning, possessing, know- 
ing the living Lord Jesus Christ;” and 
“A Christian is only made by the con- 
summation of a spiritual union in 
which the Spirit enters to plant the 
seed of a new, different, transformed, 
redeemed life’? 


Some of the men have interpreted 
these statements to mean that a per- 
son seeks God through Christ. Mortal 
man performs the action instead of 
Jesus Christ. Would you, instead of 
saying that a Christian owns, possesses 
and knows Jesus Christ, be willing to 
say that Christ owns, possesses and 
knows the Christian? This would take 
the initiative from man and give it to 
Christ who actually is the only One 
who can do the saving . There 
are some who have distaste for putting 
man in the center of this thing of be- 
ing a Christian . 

—Benjamin Meyer 

University of Dubuque Seminary 
Dubuque, Iowa 


We are glad that the 
emphasis in the cover for Feb. 3 at 
least had the effect of stimulating 
debate because here we stand reverent- 
ly at the heart of the Gospel. It is 
our observation that the nub of most 
theological confusion today is a fun- 
damental description of religion itself. 
Is religion a MOOD, an ATTITUDE, 
a WAY or a personal RELATION- 
SHIP (without discounting the oth- 
ers)? We were trying to say, on 


“negative” 


the Feb. 3 cover, that religion con- 
sists in having Christ in somewhat the 
same sense as I have a pair of lungs. 
Dr. Gutzke’s “Life According to the 
Spirit” in that same issue describes 
the Christian life after the manner of 
an essential vitality by and of Christ. 
The initiative in any case and always 
belongs to the Lord Jesus, but we are 
His because He is in us: “It is Christ 
in you which constitutes your expecta- 
tion of Glory” (Col. 1:27). This 
means HAVING Christ although it 
does not lessen the fact that we BE- 
LONG to Him. 


Are you old enough to remember 
the “shocking machines” we used to 
play with? We would form a circle 
of people holding hands and then the 
two end players would grab the handles 
of the shocking machine. The resulting 
jolt would be IN every player, but 
every player would also be possessed 
OF the power producing the jolt. 


That’s what it means to possess and 
to be possessed of the Holy Spirit. 
The experience of thus having Christ 
a Christian knows by the simple ex- 
pedient of having had such an exper- 
ience. For one who is yet a stranger 
to this experience, the Gospel says 
that the Lord Jesus can be thus en- 
countered when the believer, in faith, 
sets aside thoughts of principle and 
yields himself to Him as a real Per- 


son.—Ed. 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 
of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 


Dr. JoHN A. REDHEAD, Jr. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Topic for 


March 6 


“THE 
DRINKING 
PROBLEM” 





Dr. Redhead 


Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


N.E. 
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